We describe a rare case of early neurosyphilis presenting with temporal lobe encephalitis (TLE) and briefly review the existing literature for common infectious causes of TLE.
Classical descriptions of symptomatic early neurosyphilis include meningeal, otic, ocular, and meningovascular involvement. Recently, reports of early neurosyphilis presenting as TLE have emerged. 1 According to 1 large study of 251 patients with TLE, the most common identifiable infectious causes were HSV 1 and 2, mycobacterium tuberculosis, varicella zoster virus, and mycoplasma pneumoniae. 2 Only one of these cases had syphilis as an identified etiology. Other less commonly reported infectious etiologies are nocardia, rickettsia, chlamydia, enterovirus, human herpes 6, West Nile virus, La Crosse virus, Japanese encephalitis virus, influenza, adenovirus, metapneumovirus, aspergillosis, coccidioidomycosis, balamuthia mandrillaris, and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. [2] [3] [4] Clinicians must beware of these infectious mimics of HSV encephalitis.
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